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ASCE 
 

Summary: 

Top 3 problems for the ASCE  

This high-level assessment covers limited portions and functionality of the ASCE. The assessment 
revealed issues with assistive technology compatibility, resulting in some users missing information 
required to understand content, states and operate functions. It is important to keep in mind that the 
findings represent a high-level assessment, and do not reflect the results of a Deque Comprehensive 
Web Assessment. Following are top 3 issues from this evaluation. 

• Active Images: Alternative text for logo images does not contain the visible text. 

• Link purpose (In Context): Multiple links have same programmatic labels. 

• Keyboard Navigation: Buttons do not expand/collapse using keyboard only. 

 

Accessibility findings 
 

   

1. Initial Interface/Landing Page 
Source: https://ascelibrary-org.offcampus.lib.washington.edu/doi/10.1061/9780784484777.001  
Test case: Test initial interface/landing page to ensure menus, sub-menus, search box, images, icons, etc. 
are accessible. Please test a browse screen too, such as Browse Proceedings. 
 

https://ascelibrary-org.offcampus.lib.washington.edu/doi/10.1061/9780784484777.001
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Automated findings using Axe 

• SC 1.4.3 – Color Contrast (Regular Text) 
“PDF” and “VIEW PDF” links text do not have a minimum color contrast ratio of 4.5:1 against the 
button inner background. 

 

 
 
 
Additional manual findings  
 

• SC 4.1.2.b Custom Controls:  
NVDA does not announce the “current page” for the current page link on the breadcrumb. 
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• SC 2.4.7.a Focus Visible:  
Keyboard focus is not visible on the “search” button in the search box on the header 

 

 
 
 

• SC 1.1.1.a Alternative Text (Active images):  
ALT text for logo does not contain “Library” text in the logo. NVDA announces as “ASCE logo, 
redirects to the home page”. 
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• SC 1.1.1.a Alternative Text (Active Images):  
“ASCE Library” image logo does not have alt text defined, in the footer. 

 
 
 

• SC 2.4.4.a Link Purpose (In Context):  
Multiple links under “References”, such as “Crossref” and “Google Scholar,” have same 
programmatic labels.  
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• SC 4.1.2.a Name, Role, Value:  
Expand/Collapse state not announced for “Books”, “Magazines”, “Author Center”, “Communities”, 
and “Topics” buttons 
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• SC 2.1.1.a Keyboard Navigation:  
“Communities” button does not expand using keyboard. 

 

 
 
 

2. Browse Proceedings Page 
Source: https://ascelibrary-org.offcampus.lib.washington.edu/proceedings  
Test case: Test initial interface/landing page to ensure menus, sub-menus, search box, images, icons, etc. 
are accessible. Please test a browse screen too, such as Browse Proceedings. 
 

https://ascelibrary-org.offcampus.lib.washington.edu/proceedings
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Automated findings using Axe: None 
 
Additional manual findings  
 

• SC 1.3.1.e Headings:  
“Publication Date”, “Topics”, and “ASCE Sponsors” are not marked as headings. 
 

 
 

• SC 1.3.1.d Group Related Form Elements:  
Links under “Titles” not associated with the group label. 
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• SC 1.3.1.d Group Related Form Elements:  
Edit fields under “Publication Date” are not associated with the group label. 

 

 
 

• SC 1.3.1.d Group Related Form Elements:  
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Links under “Topics” and “ASCE Sponsors” are not associated with the group label. 
 

 
 
 

• SC 1.4.11.a Non-Text Contrast – Active User Interface Components:  
“Publication” Edit boxes boundary does not have a minimum contrast of 3:1 with the adjacent 
background. 
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3. Search Results Page 
Source: https://ascelibrary-
org.offcampus.lib.washington.edu/action/doSearch?AllField=underwater+explosion&ContentGrou
pKey=10.1061%2F9780784484777  
Test case: From the initial landing page, conduct a search for: underwater explosion. Test Search 
results page, including filters/refine search. 
 

https://ascelibrary-org.offcampus.lib.washington.edu/action/doSearch?AllField=underwater+explosion&ContentGroupKey=10.1061%2F9780784484777
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Automated findings using Axe: None 
 
Additional manual findings  
 

• SC 2.1.1.a Keyboard Navigation:  
“Refine Search” button does not expand/collapse using keyboard only. 
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• 2.4.4.a Link Purpose (In Context):  
Under “Applied Filters,” multiple “X” links have the same programmatic label as “Remove filter.” 

 

 
 
 

• 2.4.6.b Descriptive Labels: 
Checkbox programmatic labels do not describe the purpose. NVDA announces each checkbox as 
“issue item check box”. 
<input name="doi" value="10.1061/9780784484777" type="checkbox" class="issue-
Item__checkbox" aria-label="issue item checkbox"> 
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4. Conference Landing Page 
Source: https://ascelibrary-org.offcampus.lib.washington.edu/doi/book/10.1061/9780784486368  
Test case: If there is time, please test the Conference Landing Page. 
 

 

https://ascelibrary-org.offcampus.lib.washington.edu/doi/book/10.1061/9780784486368
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Automated findings using Axe: None 
 
Additional manual findings  
 

• 4.1.2.a Name, Role, Value: 
Links are missing a programmatic label and role. NVDA announces as “1 of 5, “2 of 5”, and “4 of 5” 

 

 
 
 

• 2.5.3.a Label in Name: 
The Links programmatic label does not include visible link text. NVDA announces as “DOI Link” 
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• 2.4.6.b Descriptive Labels: 
Checkbox programmatic labels do not describe the purpose. NVDA announces each checkbox as 
“issue item check box”. 
<input name="doi" value="10.1061/9780784486368.fm" type="checkbox" class="issue-
Item__checkbox" aria-label="issue item checkbox"> 
 

 
 
 

• 1.3.1.d Group Related Form Elements: 
Links under “Edited by:” and “ASCE Book series” are not programmatically associated with their 
respective group labels. 
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5. Advanced Search Page 
Source: https://ascelibrary-org.offcampus.lib.washington.edu/search/advanced  
Test case: Test “Advanced search” page 
 
 
 

https://ascelibrary-org.offcampus.lib.washington.edu/search/advanced
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Automated findings using Axe: None 
 
Additional manual findings  
 

• SC 1.4.11.a Non-Text Contrast – Active User Components 
The edit box next to the “All content” button does not have a minimum contrast of 3:1. 
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• SC 2.4.7.a Focus Visible: 
Keyboard focus is not visible on the tabs. “Advanced Search” and others. 
 

 
 
 

• SC 1.4.1.a Color as Information: 
Only color is used to convey the selected state for drop-down items under “Topic” and “Published 
in” combo boxes. Color contrast ratio between selected and non-selected state is less than 3:1 
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