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HistoryMakers Platform 
Summary  
Top 3 problems for the HistoryMakers Platform 
This assessment covers portions of the HistoryMakers Platform. The assessment revealed moderate 
problems with assistive technology compatibility, resulting in some users missing some information 
required to understand content and operate functions. 
1. Labels – When the ‘Search’ function is present, there is a typo in the code referencing the label for 

the input field. 
2. Focus Order – On a results page, the “View As” results layout options are not all included in the tab 

order. 
3. Non Text Contrast – On the video player, the video progress bar contains moderate contrast issues. 

 
Accessibility findings 

 

 

Automated findings using Axe 

Issues found through automated testing come from the Axe plugin, an open source accessibility testing 
tool that is available for Chrome, Firefox and Edge. Details here: https://www.deque.com/products/axe/. 

No common issues were found throughout the site using automated scans. 
 

Additional manual findings using NVDA screen reader  
1. SC 4.1.2 A – The current link e.g. ‘Home’ in the top level navigation is visually distinguished but not 

programmatically identified as the current item in the listing of links. 
2. SC 1.4.10 AA – On a Reflow viewport, the content “The Nation’s Largest African American Video Oral 

History Collection” content is no longer available. 
  

Project wide issues 

The issues presented in this section were identified in multiple pages and are recorded here to avoid 
repetition. These are applicable to each screen. Due to particularities, similar issues are still reported 
on a page per page basis, where applicable. 

https://www.deque.com/products/axe/
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1. Landing Page 

Source: https://da.thehistorymakers.org/home 
Test case: Initial interface – menus & submenus, search boxes, images, etc. 

   
Automated findings using Axe 

1. SC 4.1.2 A – The ‘Search stories field uses an invalid ARIA attribute: ‘aria-labeledby’ does not exist. 
Likely, it is “aria-labelledby” which is intended to be used. 

2. SC 1.3.1 A – The ‘Search stories’ field is not labeled. 
 
Additional manual findings using NVDA screen reader 
 
No issues found. 
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2. Search Results 

Source: https://da.thehistorymakers.org/stories/2;q=Jesse%20Jackson;ut=1;pg=1;pgS=30 
Test case: Search for Jesse Jackson on initial landing page/interface. Test search results page (menus, 
filters, etc.) 

 
Automated findings using Axe 

1. SC 4.1.2 A – The ‘Search Makers’ field uses an invalid ARIA attribute: ‘aria-labeledby’ does not exist. 
Likely, it is “aria-labelledby” which is intended to be used. 

2. SC 1.3.1 A – The ‘Search Makers’ field is not labeled. 
3. SC 1.3.1 A – The list containing the “View as” options has errors in its implementation. A list must only 

have list items as its children. 
4. SC 4.1.2 A – Each result card contains a <P> element that has been given an aria-label attribute. This 

element has no semantic role and does not support the attribute well. 
 

Additional manual findings using NVDA screen reader 
1. SC 2.4.3 A – In the ‘View as’ section the “List” and “Map” buttons are not included in the natural tab 

order. 
2. Best Practice SC 1.3.1 A – The “1,496 Stories Found” content is inappropriately hidden from Assistive 

Technology with aria-hidden. However this is not necessarily an issue because of the “1496 stories 
matching: Jesse Jackson, page 1 of 50” content, however if this content were to ever be edited, then it 
may be required to then expose the previously mentioned content 
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3. Video Clip Landing 

Source: https://da.thehistorymakers.org/story/633902;q=jesse%20jackson 
Test case: Video clip landing page, video player, transcript 

  
Automated findings using Axe 
No issues found during automated scan. 
 
Additional manual findings using NVDA screen reader 

1. SC 1.4.11 AA – The video progress bar is low in contrast against an adjacent background. A 1.64:1 
contrast ratio is detected where a 3:1 ratio is expected. 

2. SC 1.4.11 AA – In the stopped state, the focus indicator for the video progress bar slider is low in 
contrast against an adjacent background. A 1.26:1 contrast ratio is detected where a 3:1 ratio is 
expected. 

3. SC 1.4.11 AA – In the playing state, the focus indicator for the video progress bar slider is low in 
contrast against an adjacent background. A 1.31:1 contrast ratio is detected where a 3:1 ratio is 
expected. 

4. SC 4.1.2 A – The “Hide Transcript / Show Transcript” control makes use of aria-expanded to 
programmatically indicate the expanded/collapsed state. However, because the visible text for the 
control also communicates the hidden/exposed state, this results in a confusing announcement by a 
screen reader. For example: “Hide Transcript, button, expanded” 

5. SC 1.1.1 A – The image of vertical lines representing matches for the search term is missing an 
alternative description. 

6. SC 4.1.3 AA – When ‘Add to My Clips’ is triggered, the “My Clips” number in the navigation area is 
updated, this status message is not announced. 
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4. Maker Directory Landing 

Source: https://da.thehistorymakers.org/all 
Test case: Maker Directory landing page: including Filter/Refine Results, Sort by. 

 
Automated findings using Axe 

1. SC 4.1.2 A – The ‘Search Makers’ field uses an invalid ARIA attribute: ‘aria-labeledby’ does not exist. 
Likely, it is “aria-labelledby” which is intended to be used. 

2. SC 1.3.1 A – The ‘Search Makers’ field is not labeled. 
3. SC 1.3.1 A – The list containing the “View as” options has errors in its implementation. A list must only 

have list items as its children. 
 
Additional manual findings using NVDA screen reader 

1. SC 2.4.3 A – In the ‘View as’ section the “List” and “Map” buttons are not included in the natural tab 
order. 

2. Best Practice SC 1.3.1 A – The “2,700 HistoryMakers Total” content is inappropriately hidden from 
Assistive Technology with aria-hidden. This is not necessarily an issue because of the “2700 
HistoryMakers, page 1 of 27” content, however if this content were to ever be edited, then it may be 
required to then expose the previously mentioned content. 

3. SC 1.3.1 A – In the expanded ‘Last Name’ filter, the letter options are semantically identified as menu 
items where they also use aria-checked when it is unsupported. Consider identifying the options as 
checkboxes (to support aria-checked) or as buttons (use aria-pressed). 
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5. Contact Us 

Source: https://da.thehistorymakers.org/all 
Test case: Contact Us page/pop-up 

 
Automated findings using Axe 

1. SC 1.3.1 A – Two elements that are programmatically hidden with aria-hidden also contain focusable 
elements. 

 
Additional manual findings using NVDA screen reader 
 
Not completed due to insufficient time. 
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