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Gale Primary Sources Platform
Summary

Top 3 problems for the Gale Primary Sources Platform

This assessment covers portions of the Gale Primary Sources platform. The assessment revealed some
problems with screen reader compatibility, resulting in screen reader users sometimes missing critical
information needed to understand how to operate the features.

1.

Grouping — field groupings and text groupings are not given to a screen reader user. People who are
blind cannot use the visual layout of a group of related form elements and their shared group label -
such as a question with a set of radio button answers - to determine the relationship between the
form fields and the group label. In order to understand the relationship of the form fields, their
individual labels, and their group label, the relationships must be expressed semantically. When
grouped form elements and their group label are expressed semantically, a screen reader user can
put focus on a form element and the screen reader will read the form element label and element type
as well as the group label. Grouping controls is most important for related radio buttons and
checkboxes.

Images — the footer logo is marked as a background image and the main articles are missing help for
screen reader users. People who are blind cannot see images on a page. In order to give people who
cannot see an image access to the information conveyed by the image, it must have a text alternative.
The text alternative must describe the information or function represented by the image. Screen
readers can then use the alternative text to convey that information to the screen reader user.

For informative images - images that convey information - the alternative text must communicate the
intent, purpose, or meaning of the image in a way that serves as a true alternative for the image.
Links — the title attribute is used for links causing the description to be duplicated. Meaningful link
text helps people choose which links to follow without requiring complicated strategies to understand
the page.

Accessibility findings

Project wide issues

The issues presented in this section were identified in multiple pages and are recorded here to avoid
repetition. These are applicable to each screen. Due to particularities, similar issues are still reported
on a page per page basis, where applicable.

Automated findings using Axe

Issues found through automated testing come from the Axe plugin, an open source accessibility testing
tool that is available for Firefox and Chrome. Details here: https://www.deque.com/products/axe/.

Additional manual findings using NVDA screen reader

1.
2.

SC 2.4.4 — Links use the title attribute that duplicate the link text.

SC 1.3.1 — The modal for “Product Categories” (opened when selecting the down arrow next to the
“Search” field) is not using modal semantics for the screen reader to identify the purpose.

SC1.1.1 - The footer logo is marked as a background image, when it includes text that is not in the
main content.
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1. Gale Primary Sources Landing Page

Source: https://go.gale.com/ps/start.do?p=GDCS&u=trist btaa
Test case: Test initial interface/landing page to ensure menus, search box, images/icons (what’s inside,
browse, about, etc.), are accessible.

s x BB - 8 x

« G (@ hitps//gogalecom/ps/start do?p=GDCS&u=trist btaa

My Library Trial Site - BTAA

% GALE

GALE PRIMARY SOURCES

ABOUT THIS R ce

Gale Primary Sources is a universal research experience that combines Gale's acclaimed digital archives in
a single cross-search interface. This powerful platform greatly enhances the research experience for
students and researchers by broadening their discovery of primary source documents through the use of
multiple search options and research tools. By building a seamless research environment for multiple
collections, Gale is creating the largest digital humanities and social sciences resource in the world.

The Gale Primary Sources cross-search interface provides access to millions of pages of content spanning
many centuries and geographic regions. Users can explore a wide...

Read more about this resource >

By default, you'll search across all the archives. However, you can search just the archives you're interested
in by selecting them below.

Manual findings using NVDA screen reader
1. SC1.3.1-The checkbox list items are not grouped with the owning label.
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2. Search Slave Trade Results

Source:
https://go.gale.com/ps/basicSearch.do?inputFieldNames%5B0%5D=0QE&limiterFieldValues%5BDB%5D=
allElectronicResources& limiterFieldValues%5BDB%5D=1&limiterTypes%5BDB%5D=0R&inputFieldValues
%5B0%5D=slave+trade&nwf=y&searchType=BasicSearchForm&userGroupName=trist btaa&prodld=GDC
S&spellCheck=true&method=doSearch&dblist=&limiterTypes%5BDG%5D=0R&limiterFieldValues%5BDG
%5D=&datelndices=DA&dateLimiterValues%5BDA%5D.dateMode=0&datelLimiterValues%5BDA%5D.from
Day=00&dateLimiterValues%5BDA%5D.fromMonth=00&dateLimiterValues%5BDA%5D.fromYear=&dateLi
miterValues%5BDA%5D.toDay=00&dateLimiterValues%5BDA%5D.toMonth=00&dateLimiterValues%5BDA
%5D.toYear=&standAlonelLimiters=DA& nonDatedLimiterValues%5BDA%5D=on

Test case: From initial interface search “slave trade”

esits -8 % 4
&« ¢ (@ hitpsy/go.gale.com/ps/basicSearch.dotinputFieldNajnes%5B0%5D=0QE &limiterFieldValues3%5BDB%SD=al ElectronicResourcesé_limiterFieldValues%SBDB%SD = 18dimiterTypes%SBDB%5D-OR&inputFieldv

My Library Trial Site - BTAA

/¥ GALE PRIMARY SOURCES

~  slave tade Q |§;fff‘d
SHOWING RESULTS FOR
@ All Content Types 92 Monographs (5,920) (© Manuscripts (710) &8 Newspapers & Periodicals (16,994) (8] Photographs (1)
(0 Maps (49)
ALL CONTENT TYPES FILTER Y
Search Terms: Baslc Search: slave trade | | source tbrary ‘ o o ‘
[ | Langusges \ subjects ‘
T MONOGRAPHS (5,920) [ u | Person - About | h with |

An essay on the slave trade

Author: Grimur Jonsson Thorkelin
Publisher: Printed for G. Nicol, bookseller to His Majesty (London)

TOPIC FINDER

Discover topics and results related to your search.

M.DCCLIOOMVIN. [1788] 32 pages (& Start the Topic Finder

Found in Eighteenth Century Collections Online
; TERM FREQUENCY
[ -y ‘gé _ <

F . S Rl S B s E $ Remarks on the African slave trade

Author: Willam Belsham
Publisher: printed for C. Dilly, in the Poultry (London)

M.DCCXC. [1750] 18 pages

Found in Eighteenth Century Collections Online

An address to the publick on the proposed bill for the abolition of the slave trade. By the Rev. James

Ramecau

Automated findings using Axe
1. SC1.3.1-<dI>elements must only directly contain properly-ordered <dt> and <dd> groups, <script>
or <template> elements.
Additional manual findings using NVDA screen reader
4. SC1.3.3 -The filter options that are links, like “Subjects” will not announce to the screen reader user there
are matches for a partial search or allow the user to focus the links without pressing escape when on the
search field.
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https://go.gale.com/ps/basicSearch.do?inputFieldNames%5B0%5D=OQE&limiterFieldValues%5BDB%5D=allElectronicResources&_limiterFieldValues%5BDB%5D=1&limiterTypes%5BDB%5D=OR&inputFieldValues%5B0%5D=slave+trade&nwf=y&searchType=BasicSearchForm&userGroupName=trlst_btaa&prodId=GDCS&spellCheck=true&method=doSearch&dblist=&limiterTypes%5BDG%5D=OR&limiterFieldValues%5BDG%5D=&dateIndices=DA&dateLimiterValues%5BDA%5D.dateMode=0&dateLimiterValues%5BDA%5D.fromDay=00&dateLimiterValues%5BDA%5D.fromMonth=00&dateLimiterValues%5BDA%5D.fromYear=&dateLimiterValues%5BDA%5D.toDay=00&dateLimiterValues%5BDA%5D.toMonth=00&dateLimiterValues%5BDA%5D.toYear=&standAloneLimiters=DA&_nonDatedLimiterValues%5BDA%5D=on
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3. Filtered Search Results

Source:
https://go.gale.com/ps/searchWithin.do?limiterFieldValue(SU)=%22Abolition+of+slavery%22&tablD=&Im
=TY%7E%22Letter%22&searchResultsType=MultiTab&qt=0QE%7Eslave+trade&searchld=R1&searchType
=AdvancedSearchForm&actionCmd=DO _LIMIT SEARCH RESULTS&userGroupName=trlst btaa&stw.optio
n=withinResults&inPS=true&prodld=GDCS&stw.option=withinResults&sort=

Test case: Test results page, including different result sections/boxes. Test Filter Your Results options:
apply two filters: document type (letters) and subjects (abolition of slavery).
x4+ - 8 X

« C @ gogalecom/ps/searchWithindoZimiterFieldValue(SU)="Abolitions ofs siavery"&tablD=&lm=TY~"Letter"&seatchResultsType =MultTab&iqt=OQE slave + trade&searchid=R 1&searchType=Advancedsearch. % (0 4 € S 0 0 © 0 @ @ :

My Library Trial Site - BTAA

/% GALE PRIMARY SOURCES

@ All Content Types 92 Monographs (1) 2 Manuscripts (3)

ALL CONTENT TYPES FILTER YOU

Search Terms: Basic Se 1: slave trade

Releell Document Type : "Letter” @ | Subject : "Abolition of slavery” @ PublcatonDate |

T2 MONOGRAPHS (1)
( o DER
....... Letters to Catherine E. Beecher in Reply to an Essay on Slavery and Abolitionism, Addressed to A. E. Discover topics and results related to your search.
Author: Angelina Emily Grimké
i iy Publisher: Printed by |. Knapp (8oston) S
— 1838 130 pages = b ki
= Term Frequen

[ MANUSCRIPTS (3)

August 7, 1840

Source Library: The National Archives (Kew, United Kingdom)

Aug 7,1840 Monograph, Lt

Automated findings using Axe
1. SC1.3.1-<dI>elements must only directly contain properly-ordered <dt> and <dd> groups, <script>
or <template> elements.
Additional manual findings using NVDA screen reader
1. SC1.3.1-The remove filter type button does not include the assigned value to the screen reader.
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4, Letters to Catherine E Bleecher

Source:

https://go.gale.com/ps/retrieve.do?tablD=Monographs&resultListType=RESULT LIST&searchResultsType

=MultiTab&searchType=AdvancedSearchForm&currentPosition=1&docld=GALE%7CANAYLA206132925&d
ocType=Letter&sort=Relevance&contentSegment=ZCEI&prodld=GDCS&contentSet=GALE%7CANAYLA206

132925&searchld=R2&userGroupName=trist btaa&inPS=true

Test case: Test an individual search result page (letters to Catherine E Beecher...).
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/ANAYLA206132925/GDCS?u=trlst_btaa&amp;sid=GDCS&amp;xid=ef3
736de. Is this page accessible? Is the plain OCR option accessible?

x +

« C @ gogaleconps/retrievedomtablD=Monographs&uesultlistType=RESULT_LISTaisearchResultsType=MultiTabAsearchType =AdvancedSearchFor

My Library Trial Site - BTAA

% GALE PRIMARY SOURCES

N AR\ B 4 N £ - S
S| sean B | 86 4 D.I_ﬁ, ;‘é,: &

Ge Link

Letters to Catherine E. Beecher in Reply to an Essay on Slavery and Abolitionism, Addressed to A. E. Grimké

Author:  Angelina Emily Grimké

o EXPLORE X
Explore

= ¥ Document Image

Table Of Plain Text (OCR)
Contents
View Full Q
Citation Allow variations
> Related Subjects

 Notes

Item Identification Number 1069;

Rev. By the Author;

Micropublished in “History of TO
Women." New Haven, Conn.:

Research Publications, Inc., 1975;

[Married Name: Angelina Emily

(Grimké) Weld]; 1. Beecher,

Catherine Esther, 1800-1878. An

Essay on Siavery and ‘ CATEBRINE H. BEEOEIER,
Abolitionism. 2. Slavery in the .
U.S.~Contro-Versial Literature-

1838. 1. Title

Manual findings using NVDA screen reader

1. SC1.1.1-The image has the overall description applied but the bulk of the text is not available to a screen
reader user unless the select “Plain Text (OCR) in the explore panel. The image could include a note “Select
to view Plain Text in the Explore options to hear the full content”.
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5. Browse Page

Source:

https://go.gale.com/ps/publicationSearch?method=doSearch&inPS=true&userGroupName=trist btaa&pr
odld=GDCS

Test case: Test Browse page (linked from initial/landing page)

4l Gale Primary Sources - Results x  + - a x

" HAECD0000 @ @

oo N Sign inwath Microsoft

« C (@ hitpsy/go.galecom/ps/publicationSearch?metho

My Library Trial Site - BTAA

Q |

Browse Publications

Publication Search

General and consumer... (15)
Social sciences (933)

[ Language of Publication
981 Results for Al (Note that Monographs are not included here.)

Dutch (2)
Abel's Photographic Weekly English (889)
- French (46)
he Acorn German (32)
The /sculapian Register Hungarian (1)
The African Mail Date Range

The African Standard From: |01/01/1766
The African World and Cape-Cairo Express To: [12/31/2014 ]

Africo-American Presbyterian

The Agitator

Aide-Mémoire de Photographie
Albany Journal of Neuralogy

All Power

The Amateur Globe

The Amateur Guide

Amateur Photographer’s Weekly

Manual findings using NVDA screen reader
1. SC1.3.1-The list of results is a description list missing the overall purpose of the list.

2. SC2.1.1-—The calendar is not focusable with the keyboard. The user can type the date but not use the
visible on focus calendar.
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6. Advanced Search Page

Source: https://go.gale.com/ps/dispAdvSearch.do?userGroupName=trlst btaa&prodld=GDCS

Test case: Test Advanced Search page (linked from below search box on initial/landing page)

L ¢ 20000 @ M
Si

< C ([ @ po.galecom/ps/dispAdvSearch.doiuserGroupName=trist_btaadiprodid=GDCS ) @ A
G

My Library Trial Site - BTAA Change Databases [E[H) Englishw Google [N Sign in with Microsoft

% GALE PRIMARY SOURCES V .3:

- Search Q |

SEARCH OPTIONS

Advanced Search Publication Search Topic Finder

Advanced Search

Search for [ in sasi searcn v
(e ~|| Jin8sse searcn v.l
A v | JinBasic searcn v

Allow variations @

Add a Row @

by publication date(s):
® All Dates. Before On After Between

Include documents with no known publication date.

by illustrated works:

Manual findings using NVDA screen reader
1. SC1.3.1-Publication date fields are not grouped with the owning criteria, e.g. “by publication date:
Before”.

Page 9 of 9


https://go.gale.com/ps/dispAdvSearch.do?userGroupName=trlst_btaa&prodId=GDCS

